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Outline of I. L. A. Meetings 


MAY 1 


A. M.—REGISTRATION. 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 
P. M.—Address by David Appel, Editor of Book Section, Chi- 
cago Daily News. 
Evening Address by Dr. J. H. Kolb, Department of 
Rural Sociology, University of Wisconsin. 


MAY 2 
A. M.—SECTIONAL MEETINGS. 


Group Luncheons 
P. M.—Address by Dr. F. M. Meek, Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Des Moines. 
Panel Discussion by Extension Committee, I L A, Mrs. 
Reuel McColm, Chairman. 
Participating: 
Heleme H. Rogers, Illinois State Library. 
Kathryn Mier, Missouri Library Commission. 
Dinner 
Forrest B. Spaulding, Master of Ceremonies 


MAY 3 


A. M.—BUSINESS MEETING. 
Miss Rogers and Miss Mier will speak. 
Question Box conducted by Frances Warner. 

















Library Extension Bill 


A bill to extend rural public library 
service for some of the millions now 
without it was introduced into Con- 

on March 12, by Representative 
Emily Taft Douglas of Illinois and 
Senator Lister Hill of Alabama. Un- 
der terms of the bill, the United 
States government would provide 
funds up to $15,000,000 for demon- 
stration over a four year period of 
types of service which are suited to 
rural areas. The bill also outlines 
means for studying methods of oper- 
ation in rural areas and the effect of 
planning on a wide-area basis. 

The program would _ operate 
through state library agencies which 
would submit to the United States 
Commissioner of Education plans 
suited to local conditions. The bill 
eliminates federal control as soon as 
states submit plans which meet with 
specifications included in the bill. 

The plans call for either a basic 
demonstration using $25,000 per year 
for four years, financed entirely by 
federal funds; or for an expanded 
plan by which the states could secure 
additional funds on the matching ba- 
sis 


The bill, HR. 5742 and S. 1920, was 
referred to the Education Committee 
of the House and the Senate Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 


A brief analysis of the bill follows: 
Purpose: 

1. To provide demonstrations of ade- 
quate public library service to people now 
without it or inadequately served. 

2. To provide means for studying va- 
rious methods of providing public library 
service primarily in rural areas, and for 
studying the effect of planning on an 
area basis upon the development of li- 
brary service. 

Provisions: 

1. State Library Agencies may submit 
plans for use of federal funds in demon- 
Strating public library service primarily 
in rural areas. These plans shall be 
drawn entirely by the State agencies and 
need not be uniform throughout the 
country. 

2. Two types of plans may be sub- 
mitted: one calling for a basic demonstra- 
tion using $25,000 per year for four years 
in each state, financed entirely by federal 
funds; or an expanded plan may be added 
to this which would allow states to match 


an additional $25,000 to $50,000 of federal 
funds annually for four years. 

3. The Commissioner of Education 
would be required to make annual re- 
ports to Congress upon the operation of 
the demonstrations and would be re- 
quired to make a final public report 
evaluating the demonstrations. 


Program for Action 
Representatives from thirty state 
library organizations met at Mid- 
winter Meeting in Chicago and drew 
up a plan for cooperation with the 
ALA National Relations Office for 
supporting the program of the Fed- 
eral Relations Committee through 
state committees. Paul Howard, for- 
merly librarian at Gary Public Li- 
brary, is director of the National Re- 

lations Office in Washington. 


The plan that was adopted calls 
for a committee in each state, con- 
sisting of a coordinator for chairman, 
a publicity manager, the president of 
the state library association and the 


head of the state library agency. 

Forrest B. Spaulding, of Des 
Moines City Library, has been ap- 
pointed coordinator. He with Mrs. 
Ruth Hollingshead, president of ILA 
and Blanche A. Smith, form the Iowa 
committee. 

This committee proposes to: 

Promote interest in aspects of library 
service that may be affected by federal 
legislation and other activities of the Na- 
tional Relations Office. 

Enlist support of groups and individ- 
uals whose opinions may be useful to 
libraries or who may be in a position to 
help with proposals vital to libraries. 


The pro for the ALA Federal 
Relations Committee calls for: 


1. Disposal of surplus property to edu- 
cational agencies including libraries with 
such priorities and special price conces- 
sions as are specifically provided for in 
the Surplus Property Act (Public Law 
457). 

2. Transfer of surplus Army and Navy 
library books (if there is any surplus) 
to the states for use primarily in extend- 
ing library service to the rural areas. 

3. Recognition by government of the 
essentiality of library materials and serv- 
ice in any research program. 

4. Inclusion of library employees in 
Federal Social Security. 

5. Adequate provision for libraries in 
any public works proposals which may be 
advanced. 
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6. Maintenance of low postal rates on 
books shipped to or by libraries. 

7. Federal aid for demonstrations of 
public library service as a first step to- 
ward Federal assistance in the establish- 
ment, maintenance, improvement and 
equalization of library service for all of 
the population. 

8. An improved program of document 
distribution which will recognize libraries 
as primary outlets for the dissemination 
of information and as the best repositories 
for reference and research materials. 


Free Library Means Just What 
It Says 


Ev once in a while some one 

comes into the library to ask for a 
reader’s card, and says: “How much 
will it be?” That always worries the 
staff a lot, because they do their best 
to tell people that service is free. 
_ They paste “Free Public Library” 
in every book and print it on the 
letter paper and on the front door, 
but people still reach for their wal- 
lets, or just stay away for fear it 
will cost something. course, some 
things do have to be paid for, like 
keeping books too long. Incidentally, 
it is not true that your 2 cents sup- 
ports the library—less than 5 cents 
out of every dollar the library spends 
comes from fines of that kind. 

But what free services are avail- 
able? Well, for instance, there are 
enough books so that every man, 
woman and child in Council Bluffs 
may take one home to read and still 
leave some for tomorrow. Some day, 
there ought to be —s for every 
one to have two books, but that may 
be a long time coming. Then there 
are up-to-date dictionaries, five good 
encyclopedias, modern atlases, and a 
big file of newspaper clipping to pro- 
vide the various kinds of information 
a city needs. 

The library provides all sorts of 
information about books. The staff 
will suggest books to buy for your 
child’s own library, tell you whether 
that set of books is as good as the 
agent says, or finds you a review of 
a current best-seller. Books are the 
library’s business—take your ques- 
tions there. 


—Nonpareil, Council Bluffs, Iowa 
Feb. 9, 1946 





Julia Wright Merrill Retires 


On April 1 Julia Wright Merrill 
retired from her position as Chief of 
Public Library Division and Depart- 
ment of Information and Advisory 
Service of the American library As- 
sociation, a position which she held 
since 1933. Since 1925 she had 
been head of Library Extension. 


There is not a state in the Union 
that has not been helped and encour- 
aged by Miss Merrill, but Iowa has a 
special claim on her because she was 
acting librarian at Cedar Rapids in 
1906. Her Iowa friends feel lost when 
they think of “Headquarters” with- 
out her. Because of her great in- 
terest in library extension, we wanted 
her to appear on the program for 
our state library meeting. While we 
regret that she can not do this, we 
are glad that for a time she will have 
a chance to rest. 

It’s going to be different, and not 
so easy, to plan and work without 
her. “The best of us leaves his mes- 
sage imperfect, his tale half untold. 
But because we have been faithful, 
someone who follows with a happier 
heart and in better times will utter 
our message better and tell our tale 
more perfectly.” 

Because of Julia Wright Merrill's 
utter devotion to her work, because 
of her wide vision and the drivi 
energy that made many of the 
sions become realities, those of us 
who are in the library profession, as 
well as those who will follow, will 
find it easier to make our dreams 
come true. 

We rejoice that there will be time 
for rest and for many of the things 
that have had to wait until this time 
should come. We know ‘that her in- 
terest in the profession will continue. 


School Librarians Meeting 


The School Librarians of the Iowa 
State Educational Association met 
Friday, February 1, for a luncheon 
meeting at Grace Ransoms Tea Room. 
Cecil Kilgore of Guthrie Center pre 
sided. The program was as follows: 

Wilbur F. Murra, Washington, D. 
C.—“Broadening Library Horizons.” 
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Jessie M. Parker, State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction—‘“Invi- 
tation to Learning.” 

Blanche A. Smith, Librarian, State 
Traveling Library—“Our Heritage.” 


At the business meeting, Helen 
Holt, Lincoln High, Des Moines, was 
elected president for next year; Nelle 
Martin of Roosevelt High, Cedar 
Rapids, secretary; Harriet MacMul- 
lan of Fort Dodge, Lois Noble of 
Perry, Cecil ilgore of Guthrie 
Center, members of the Executive 
Committee. Blanche A. Smith was 
named as consultant. 


The Key to the Situation 
By Letha M. Davidson 


To adults unfamiliar with children’s 
books, there seems to be some magic 
or mystery about fitting the right 
book to the right child. “How do 
librarians know when a book is hard 
enough for third grade, or easy 
enough for first,” they frequently 
ask. A shelf of strange books be- 
wilders them, and they are likely to 
select something too easy for little 
Johnnie in their care not to get one 
too hard. 


Like Bluebeard’s wife librarians 
have a key to the situation. It is a 
small pamphlet known as Gates 
Word List, containing the first 500, 
the second 500 and the third 500 
words most commonly found in read- 
ers, each 500 being the normal goal 
of the respective school grade. A 
very little time spent in comparing 
the vocabulary of “easy books” with 
the Gates list will enable any one to 
make a good guess at the proper 
grading of a beginner’s book. For 

ure reading, of course, some- 
thing a half or a whole behind 
the child’s present reading ability is 
best. We enjoy what we can do 
without effort. 


Another chart, even simpler, en- 
ables the librarian to tell what grade 
a child is in if she knows his age. 
This begins: “A first grade child is 
six years old, a second grade child is 
seven old,” and goes on up like 
Mark in’s famous “blue trip slip 


for an eight cent fare.” This is a 
boon, especially when grandmothers 
come in, very vague about what books 
their absent ones would like for 
Christmas. 

But all the measuring charts in 
Christendom will never take the place 
of a knowledge of books and a broad 
allowance for the. child’s individual 
tastes. Children are people, and their 
likes and dislikes are all important 
in deciding what books they will read. 
They are, however, more willing to 
try something new, more generous to 
the other person’s point of view than 
some adult library patrons. They 
will try a book if they know it is an 
old favorite of their teacher, or if 
“daddy liked this when he was your 
age.” One of the nicest things about 
the home library is the collection of 
old and battered books that formerly 
belonged to father, mother or big 
brothers and sisters. Parents can 
get a working capital of knowledge 
of children’s ks by remembering 
the names of old favorites and find- 
ing them in book stores or libraries. 
Little Women, Alice, Treasure Island, 
The Jungle Book and many others 
are books that have delighted two or 
three generations of children, while 
Robinson Crusoe has been read with 
steady delight since 1719. 

Today’s children’s books are so va- 
ried and cover such a wide field that 
nobody can know more than a small 
portion of them well. In every sub- 
ject a child could be interested in 
there is probably a suitable book, 
except the atomic bomb. Since this 
is the case, both parents and libra- 
rians have to rely somewhat on de- 
scriptions of books, rather than on 
sending the books themselves. That 


is why your — library has two 


ide to children’s 
reading available. of Gold by 
Mahoney and Whitney contains a 
huge selection of books, with descrip- 
tive notes, illustrations and a chapter 
or two on how to choose books to 
suit various interests. This helpful 
volume is kept up to date by an at- 
tractive magazine about children’s 
ing. The Horn Book which may 
also be borrowed from the library. 


copies of the 
































In this world of tomorrow we are 
trying to build for our children, 
nothing is so important as the chil- 
dren themselves, their attitude to- 
ward knowl , their developing at- 
titudes to life. They are the dor- 
mant material waiting to be activated 
by ideas in books and produce their 
own equivalent of radioactivity. It 
is quite as important to guide their 
potential energies as it is to control 
the development of atomic power. 
So everyone who gives a child a book 
a. ibility to make it the 
right book. Librarians, teachers, 
and wide-awake book sellers are able 
and glad to help. 


The children’s department of the 
Ames Public Library gets a remark- 
ably number of requests for 
help in choosing Bible stories. This 
does not mean that Ames children 
are any different from the garden 
run. It does indicate that Ames par- 
ents and church school workers have 
realized the importance of making 
the Bible attractive to young people. 


Not so many yas ago there was 
little to choose from along this line. 
Bible stories were either piously re- 
told tales, ruined in the retelling, or 
dreary looking volumes containing 
the Bible text in small type, disfig- 
ured with pronunciation marks, and 
embellished with austere steel en- 
gravings. Librarians did not talk 
much about these books. There was 
nothing to say. 


Times have changed. Today’s Bible 
stories are as as it is possible 
to make them, and are among best 
sellers in children’s books. Using 
glowing colors, and drawing people 
that look like people you might have 
seen somewhere, Maude and Miska 
Petersham have produced several out- 
standing books. The Christ Child is 
their best, both for illustrations and 
for the carefully selected text, giving 
the Christmas story as found in Mat- 
thew and Luke; using whichever one 
tells a particular incident more beau- 
tifully. This book should be one of 
the foundation stones of every home 
li . For children a little older 
the Petershams have illustrated 
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Jesus’ Story, also selected from the 
New Testament, and followed the 
story clear to Ascension Day. Two 


editions are available, King James 
version for Protestant children and 
Douai version for Catholics. 


The Petershams have also retold 
and illustrated a group of four Old 
Testament stories, Moses, David, Jo- 
seph and Ruth. These books, while 
among the best of their kind, show a 
marked inferiority to those in which 
the actual Bible text is used. The 
Bible is one of the greatest story 
books of all times, notable for its 
style quite as much as for its plots 
and character portrayals. When 
these perfect stories are retold they 
necessarily lose a great deal of their 
charm, their beauty, even of their 
meaning. It is better, as a rule, to 
wait until children are old enough to 
take a story in the original, rather 
than to offer them the inferior sub- 
stitute of a retelling. So the guide 
pe in choosing Bible stories are: 

possible, get a book containing an 
abridged King James version. Get 
an attractively bound, well printed, 
beautifully illustrated edition. Let 
the home library contain several 
books of Bible stories for different 
ages, rather than one big, dull-look- 
ing book. 

Among the finest books of this kind 
which may be seen at the library are 
Small Rain, a selection from the 
Psalms by Elizabeth Orton Jones; 
The First Bible, compiled and illus- 
trated by Helen Sewell; The Book of 
Books, an abridged whole Bible, beau- 
tifully printed, and edited by Wilbur 
Owen Sheperd; Animals of the Bible, 
illustrated by Dorothy Lathrop, and 
The Story of Jesus for Young People 
by Walter Russell Bowie. Many of 
these books would make delightful 
Christmas gifts, and most of them 
are available in local book stores. 


The reading habits of young people 
are the easiest thing in the world to 
neglect, and the hardest thing to do 
anything about. People who have 
reached the ripe age of twelve or 
fifteen naturally want to select their 
own reading matter; furthermore 
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they have little time to spare for 
reading, except in connection with 
school. This is an unfortunate situ- 
ation, for there is danger that they 
will miss some of the very fine books 
which some of our best authors are 
writing especially for them. 

Parents who worry about the read- 
ing of their growing boys and girls 
usually base their fears on the young- 
sters’ overweening interest in love 
stories and murder mysteries. Some 
try to prohibit their children from 
reading them but without much suc- 
cess. e parent who is able to guide 
a child’s reading is usually one who 
has actually read a number of books 
suitable for him, and is able to rec- 
ommend intelligently. There are 
many books which the whole family 
can enjoy together—if it ever gets 
together except to eat and sleep— 
books like Esther Forbes’ Johnny 
Tremain which won the Newbery 
medal a year or two ago. 


But adolescent reading is a par- 
ticular matter, and should be ap- 
proached from the individual angle. 
If Mary likes love stories let her have 
them, not exclusively, but occasion- 
ally. Only be sure they are good love 
stories that will show her what to 
expect of life instead of giving her 
an unnatural picture of it. Seven- 
teenth Summer by Maureen Daly, 
and The Sea Between by Lavinia R. 
Davis are good ones. Bill won’t 
read anything but mysteries, then 
his dad should read some mysteries 
too, and get Bill to looking for the 
fine points of wy eed writing. Is the 

ot of this one hackneyed or unique? 

the situation plausible? How about 
the style? Some mysteries get high 
marks for style; others are among 
the most cheaply written of all books. 


There has been a large number of 
the so called “career” ks in the 
last few years. Demand for them 
was so great for a while that the 
publishers accepted almost anything 
that had for its plot the attainment 
of success in some career by a young 

n. Some of them were a little 
r than the old Alger books and 
Tom Swifts. The heroes and heroines 
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rose to the top like cream on Grade 
A milk, with no effort whatever. 
Everyone who met them was kind 
and helpful, except perhaps a villain 
who stayed around long enough to be 
neatly foiled. Happily, not all career 
stories are like that. Winning Out 
by Marian Hurd McNeely is an ac- 
curate and interesting picture of a 
nurse’s training in an Iowa hospital. 
The books by Adele De Leeuw, Mar- 
jorie Hill Allee and Elizabeth Janet 
Gray, to mention only a few, are 
wholesome and entertaining, and 
written acceptably. The same is true 
of the work of Adam Allen, John 
Tunis and Stephen Meader, who write 
for boys. 


Until recently, biographies suitable 
for young people were few and far 
between. Now there is a wide field to 
choose from, and most of the books 
are excellent. Musicians have been 
used as subjects with particular suc- 
cess. Other volumes tell of heroes 
and heroines of history, science and 
so on. 


Among the most important books 
for young adults are those which en- 
courage thinking about the social 

roblems of ay and tomorrow. 

orence Crannell Means has been 
especially successful at this kind of 
writing. Her Shuttered Windows 
tells of a N girl from Minneap- 
olis who finished high school and re- 
turned to the deep South to help her 
people. Her latest book, The Moved- 
Outers is one of the best pictures we 
have of the American-Japanese who 
went to the relocation centers. With- 
out bitterness, but with incisive com- 
ment she brings out the fact that 
many of them were patient about a 
kind of treatment that people with 
pioneer ancestry, and plenty of rea- 
son to uphold America simply would 
not have stood for. Her book is full 
of food for thought. 


Today’s young people are, for the 
most part, far seeing and generous 
minded. They are immediately inter- 
ested in stories of this caliber. 


—Tribune, Ames, Iowa. 
November 13-15, 1945. 
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How Many Have You Bought? 


From the following list of books, 
members of the A. L. A. selected 
fifty which ~~. considered outstand- 
ing among 1945 books. Starred 
books represent the final choice. 


*Adamic—Nation of nations 
*Adams—A. Woollcott 
*Auden—Collected poetry 
Anthony—The Lambs 
Baker—American chronicle 
*Barzun—Teacher in America 
Bell—Woodrow Wilson and the people 
Benet—We stand united 

Binger—The doctor’s job 
Bingham—aAncestors’ brocades 
*Bowers—The young Jefferson, 1743-1789 
*Bromfield—Pleasant valley 
Burman—Rooster crows for day 
Burt—Philadelphia, holy experiment 
*Caruso—Enrico Caruso, his life and 

death 

Casey—This is where I came in 
Chandos—Village in the sun 


Corwin—On a note of triumph 
Dallin—The big three 
*Dickinson—Bolts of melody 
*Dobie—A Texan in England 
*DuBois—Color and democracy 
Embree—The Japanese nation 
Ernst—The best is yet 
*Eskelund—My Chinese wife 
Ferber—Great son 
Fitzgerald—The crack-up 
Forman—Report from Red China 
Frost—A masque of reason 
Godden—Take three tenses 
*Harvard Committee Report—General ed- 

ucation in a free society 
Hauser—The German talks back 
*Hobart—Peacock sheds his tail 
* James—Cherokee strip 
Koestler—The Yogi and the Commissar, 

and other essays 

. *Langley—A lion is in the streets 
*Lattimore—Solution in Asia 


*Marshall — The world, the flesh, and 


Father Smith 
* eral Marshall’s report, etc. 
*Mauldin—Up front 
Maxwell—The folded leaf 
*Mencken—F st supplement, American 
Molloy—Pride’s way 
Moon—Primer for white folks 
Morgenthau—Germany is our portion 
Mowrer—House of Europe 
Nordhoff and Hall—The high barbaree 
*Norris—Fighting liberal 
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O’Neill—Almighty atom 
Palencia—Smouldering freedom 
*Papashvily—Anything can happen 
Parrish—Poor child 
*Peattie—Immortal village 
*Pinckney—Three o'clock dinner 
*Rau—Home to India 
*Robeson—African journey 
Rumi—Tomorrow’s business 
*Russell—History of western philosophy 
*Santayana—Middle span 
Schauffler—Florestan: The life and work 
of Robert Schumann 
*Schlesinger—Age of Jackson 
Sedges—The townsman 
*Shaw—Rickshaw boy 
*Shellaberger—Captain from Castile 
*Simonov—Days and nights 
Sinclair—Dragon harvest 
*Smyth—Atomic energy for military pur- 


*Snow—The pattern of Soviet power 
*Stegner—One nation 
*Steinbeck—Cannery row 
Stevens—Russia is no riddle 
*Stewart—Names on the land 
Tweed—Robinson Crusoe, U. S. N. 
*Ullman—The white tower 
Verissimo—Brazilian literature 
Vestal—The Missouri 
Von Hagen—South America called them: 
Exploration of the great naturalists 
*Wallace—Sixty million jobs 
*Welles—An intelligent American’s guide 
to the peace 
Wernher—My Indian family 
*Wescott—Apartment in Athens 
*Willison—Saints and strangers 
*Wise—Springfield plan 
Wolfert—American guerrilla in the Phil- 
ippines 
*Woodward—Tom Paine, America’s god- 
father, 1737-1809 
*Wright—Black boy 
*Yank— Best from Yank, the Army 
Weekly 


Would you like to compare your 
collection of books with a good basic 
collection? Do you want to be ad- 
vised as to the best books for a small 
library on various subj ? What 
are the fundamentals in your chil- 
dren’s collection? 

Answers to all these questions may 
be found in: Bu List of Books for 
Small Libraries; 7th ed. $2.25, Amer-. 
— Library Association, Chicago, 

Each book is listed with brief an- 
notation, classification number, buy- 
ing information and L C card num- 
ber. Wilson cards are available for 


_. most of the titles included. 
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LIBRARY LAWS 
Code of Iowa, 1939 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
Ch. 299—Sec. 5849-5866 

Sec. 5849. Formation — maintenance. 
Cities and towns may provide for the for- 
mation and maintenance of free public li- 
praries open to the use of all inhabitants 
under proper regulations, and may pur- 
chase, erect, or rent buildings or rooms 
suitable for this purpose and provide for 
the compensation of necessary employees. 

Sec. 5850. Donations. They may receive, 
hold, dispose of all gifts, donations, de- 
vises, and bequests that may be made to 
them for the purpose of establishing, in- 
creasing, or improving any library; and 
when the conditions thereof have been ac- 
cepted by the city, their performance may 
be enforced by the library board by an 
action of mandamus against the council or 
by other proper action. The council may 
apply the profits accruing therefrom to best 
promote the prosperity and utility of the 
library. 

Sec. 5851. Library trustees. In any city 
or town in which a free library has been 
established, there shall be a board of li- 
brary trustees, consisting of five, seven, or 
nine members, to be appointed by the 
mayor, by and with approval of the city 
council, which shall also establish by ordi- 
nance the number to be appointed. 

Sec. 5852. Term of office. Of said trus- 
tees so appointed on boards to consist of 
nine members, three shall hold office for 
two years, three for four years, and three 
for six years; on boards to consist of seven 
members, two shall hold office for two 
years, two for four years, and three for 
six years; and on boards to consist of five 
members, one shall hold office for two 
years, two for four years and two for six 
years, from the first day of July following 
their appointment in each case, and at 
their first meeting they shall cast lots for 
their respective terms, reporting the re- 
sult of such lot to the council. All subse- 
quent appointments, whatever the size of 
the board, shall be for terms of six years 
each, except to fill vacancies. 

Sec. 5853. Bona fide cit- 
izens and residents of the city or town, 
male or female over the age of twenty-one 
years, are alone eligible to membership. 

Sec. 5854. Vacancies. Vacancies in the 
board shall be filled by appointment by the 
mayor, by and with approval of the city 
council, such appointees to fill out the un- 


expired term for which the appointment is 
made. 


Sec. 5855. “Vacancy” defined. The re- 
moval of any trustee permanently from 
the city, or his absence from six consecu- 
tive regular meetings of the board, except 
in case of sickness or temporary absence 
from the city, without due explanation of 
Spence, shall render his office as trustee 
acant. 
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Sec. 5856. Compensation. Members of 
said board shall receive no compensation 
for their services. 

Sec. 5857. Joint libraries. In cities and 
incorporated towns where a college or uni- 
versity is located, it shall be lawful for the 
city or town and such institution of learn- 
ing to jointly establish and maintain a 
public library for their mutual benefit upon 
such terms and conditions as regards main- 
tenance, control, appointment of library 
trustees, and other incidents of joint con- 
trol as may in any lawful manner be mu- 
tually agreed upon between them; but no 
city or town may undertake to contribute 
toward the maintenance more than the 
amount produced by a rate of taxation 
therefor allowed by law, and no person 
shall be appointed or confirmed as library 
trustee other than such having the quali- 
fications required by law. 


Sec. 5858. Powers. Said board of library 
trustees shall have and exercise the fol- 
lowing powers: 

1. To meet and organize by the election 
of one of their number as president of the 
board and by the election of a secretary 
and such other officers as the board may 
deem necescsary. 

2. To have charge, control, and super- 
vision of the public library, its appurte- 
nances and fixtures, and rooms containing 
the same, directing and controlling all the 
affairs of such library. 

3. To employ a librarian, such assistants 
and employees as may be necessary for the 
proper management of said library, and 
fix compensation; but, prior to such em- 
ployment, the compensation of such libra- 
rian, assistants, and employees shall be 
fixed for the term of employment by a 
majority of the members of said board 
voting in favor thereof. 

4. To remove such librarian, assistants, 
or empioyees by a vote of two-thirds of 
such board for misdemeanor, incompetency, 
or inattention to the duties of such em- 
ployment. 


5. To select and make purchases of books, 
pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, papers, 
maps, journals, furniture, fixtures, station- 
ery, and supplies for such library. 

6. To authorize the use of such libraries 
by nonresidents of such cities and towns 
and to fix charges therefor. 


7. To make and adopt, amend, modify, 
or repeal by-laws, rules, regulations, not 
inconsistent with law, for the care, use, 
government and management of such li- 
brary and the business of said board, 
and enforcing penalties for the violation 
thereof. 


8. To have exclusive control of the ex- 
penditures of all taxes levied for library 
purposes as provided by law, and of the 
expenditure of all moneys available by gift 
or otherwise for the erection of library 
buildings, and of all other moneys belong- 
ing to the library fund, including fines and 
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rentals collected under the rules of the 
board of trustees. 
Said board shall keep a record of its 


proceedings. 
Sec. 5859. Power to contract. Contracts 


“may be made between the board of trus- 
tees of 


any free public library and any 
city, town, school corporation, township, or 
county for its use by their respective resi- 
dents. Townships and counties may enter 
into such contracts, but may only contract 
for the residents outside of cities and towns. 
Such contract by a county shall supersede 
all contracts between the library trustees 


‘and townships or school corporations out- 


side of cities and towns. 

Sec. 5860. Method of use. Such use shall 
be accomplished by one or more of the 
following methods in whole or part: 

1. By lending the books of such library 
to such residents on the same terms and 
conditions as to residents of the city or 
town in which said library is situated. 

2. By the establishment of depositories 
of books of such library to be loaned to 
such residents at stated times and places. 

3. By the transportation of books of 
such library by wagon or other conveyance 
for lending the same to such residents 
at stated times and places. 

4. By the establishment of branch li- 
braries for lending books to such resi- 
dents. 

Sec. 5861. Rate of tax. Such contracts 
shall provide for the rate of tax to be 
levied during the period thereof, and shall 
remain in force until terminated by a 
majority vote of the electors of such school 
corporation, civil township, county, city, 
or town voting on the proposition at such 
election. 

Sec. 5862. Township tax. The board of 
trustees of any township which has enter- 
ed into such contract shall at the April 
meeting levy a tax not exceeding one- 
fourth mill on the dollar on all taxable 
property in the township to create a fund 
to fulfill its obligation under the con- 
tract. 

Sec. 5863. County tax. The board of 
supervisors, after it makes such contract, 
shall levy annually on the taxable prop- 
erty of the county outside of cities and 
towns, a tax of not more than one-fourth 
mill to create a fund to fulfill its obliga- 
tion under the contract. 

Sec. 5864. Uniting with historical asso- 
ciations. Whenever a local county his- 
torical association shall be formed in any 
county having a free public library, the 
trustees of such libarary are hereby au- 
thorized to unite with such historical as- 
sociation and to set apart the necessary 
room and to care for such articles as 
may come into the possession of said as- 
sociation; said trustees are also authorized 
to purchase necessary receptacles and ma- 
terials for the preservation and protection 
of such articles as are in their judgment 









of a historical and educational nature and 
pay for the same out of the library fund. 

Sec. 5869. Fund—treasurer. All moneys 
received and set apart for the maintenance 
of such library shall be deposited in the 
treasury of such city or town to the credit 
of the library fund, and shall be kept by 
the treasurer separate and apart from all 
other moneys, and paid out upon the orders 
of the board of trustees, signed by its 
president and secretary. 

Provided that in any city or incorporated 
town where a free public library is main- 
tained jointly by the city or town and an 
institution of learning for the support and 
maintenance of which both the city and 
the institution of learning contribute, the 
library trustees may elect a library treas- 
urer therefor, and it shall be the duty of 
the city treasurer to pay over to said 
library treasurer any and all library taxes 
that may be collected by him monthly. 

Sec. 5866. Report. The board of trus- 
tees shall, immediately after the close of 
each municipal fiscal year, make to the 
council a report containing a statement of 
the condition of the library, the number 
of books added thereto, the number cir- 
culated, the number not returned or lost, 
the amount of fines collected, and the 
amount of money expended in the main- 
tenance thereof during such year, together 
with such further information as it may 
deem important. 

Ch. 316—Sec. 6197 

Sec. 6197. Libraries. In. any city or 
town in which a free library has been 
established, the board of library trustees 
may condemn real estate in the name of 
the city or town for the location of li- 
brary building and branch libraries, and 
for the purpose of enlarging the grounds 


thereof. 
TAXATION 
Ch. 317—Sec. 6211 (19), (20), (21) 

Sec. 6211. Taxes for particular purposes. 
Any city or town shall have power to levy 
annually the following special taxes: 

19. LIBRARY FUND. When a free pub- 
lic library has been established, not ex- 
ceeding two mills, shall be used only for 
its maintenance. Provided that said main- 
tenance levy may be not to exceed two 
and one-half mills in any city of more 
than ten thousand population and less than 
seventy-five thousand population and hav- 
ing situated therein a state-owned educa- 
tional institution with a regular attendance 
of more than three thousand students, and 
also a state commission regularly employ- 
ing more than one hundred heads of 
families. The rate of levy for this and 
the fund created by the following sub- 
section shall be determined and certified 
to the council by the board of library trus- 
tees before the first day of August in each 
year. The council shall make such levies 
accordingly. Any moneys appropriated to 
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the library fund and not expended dur- 
ing the fiscal year shall remain part of 
the library fund for the ensuing year, 
without reappropriation, and will be avail- 
able for expenditure by the board of li- 
brary trustees. 

Referred to in Paragraph 6856. 

20. LIBRARY BUILDING FUND. When 
the establishment of a public library has 
been authorized, not exceeding’ three- 
fourths mill, which shall be used only to 
purchase real estate and to erect thereon 
a building or buildings for a public li- 
brary or to pay the interest on any in- 
debtedness incurred for that purpose and 
to create a sinking fund for the extinguish- 
ment of such indebtedness. Provided the 
levy for said purposes may be not to ex- 
ceed two mills in any city of more than 
ten thousand population and less than 
seventy-five thousand population, and hav- 
ing situated therein a state-owned educa- 
tional institution with a regular attend- 
ance of more than three thousand students, 
and also a state commission regularly em- 
ploying more than one hundred heads of 
families. When a library building has been 
fully completed and paid for, no further 
levy shall be made for that purpose, but 
may be made for the purpose of pro- 
viding funds for improvements and re- 
pairs and to pay rental for space leased 
by the board of library trustees or the 
establishment and operation of branch li- 
braries and stations in districts where no 
branch library buildings have been acquired 
or erected by said municipality. Any 
balance remaining in the building fund 
may be transferred to the maintenance 
fund. 

Referred to in Paragraph 6856. 

21. LIBRARY CONTRACT FUND. When 
a public library has not been established, 
not exceeding one-fourth mill, which shall 
be used only to secure for the inhabitants 
f the city or town the free use of a 

library. When a majority of the resi- 
dent taxpayers petition the council in 
writing to secure such privilege, the coun- 
cil shall offer to contract therefor with 
the designated library. 

ERECTION OF LIBRARY BUILDING 

Ch. 319—Sec. 6239 (6) 

Sec. 6239. Purposes. Cities and towns 
when authorized to acquire the following 
named public utilities and other improve- 
ments may incur indebtedness for the pur- 
pose of: 

6. Erecting a building or buildings for 
a public library. 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES 
Ch. 326—Sec. 6572-6573 

Sec. 6572. Library trustees. The board 
of library trustees in all cities organized 
under the commission form of government 
Shall consist of five members (except in 
cities which have heretofore maintained a 
library under lease or contract fixing a 


te) 


different number of trustees) and said 
board shall have and exercise all the 
powers possessed by library boards in cities 
not organized and acting under this chap- 
ter. 

Sec. 6573. How selected—terms. The 
said board of five trustees shall be selected 
as follows: At the first meeting of the 
council, or as soon. as practicable there- 
after, the mayor shall appoint, by and 
with the approval of the council, five li- 
brary trustees, one to serve for a period 
of five years, one for four years, one for 
three years, one for two years, and one 
for one year, and until their successors 
are elected and qualify. Upon the election 
of said five trustees the term of the exist- 
ing board of nine trustees heretofore act- 
ing under the general law shall cease. 
Annually thereafter there shall be elected 
in like manner one trustee to serve for 
five years and to take the place of the 
trustee whose term first expired. 


LIBRARY BOARD 
Ch. 328—Sec. 6629-6630, 6651-6652 

Sec. 6629. Termination of minor posi- 
tions. Except the members of the library 
board whose terms of office shall continue 
as now provided by law, the term of office 
of all other officers, including park com- 
missioners and waterworks trustees, 
whether elected or appointed, and of all 
employees of such city or incorporated 
town, shall be subject to the action of the 
council or manager. 

Sec. 6630. Tenure by council. Except 
the members of the library board, the coun- 
cil shall have power to determine the 
tenure of office of any officer or the term 
of employment of any employee that it 
is authorized to appoint or employ, and 
to declare any such office vacant, or to 
discharge any such employee with or with- 
out cause, as it may deem advisable. 


Sec. 6651. Appointment by council. The 
council shall, at the first meeting after 
its members are elected, appoint a clerk, 
and at such meeting, or as soon thereafter 
as practicable, appoint a police judge or 
magistrate, a solicitor, an assessor, and 
the members of the library board, as the 
terms of office of the members of said board 
shall expire. It may also appoint a cor- 
poration counsel, and assistant solicitors, 
if deemed advisable. 

Sec. 6652. Powers. All officers so ap- 
pointed by the council shall have and exer- 
cise all power conferred upon such offi- 
cers by the laws governing cities and 
towns organized under the general laws of 
the state, and their compensation shall be 
fixed and paid, and they shall perform the 
duties of their respective offices, as re- 
quired by such laws. ... 


relative . to public libraries in cities or- 




















ganized under the general law shall apply 
to special charter cities. 

Sec. 6856. Special levies. They shall have 
power to levy annually the following taxes 
for special purposes: 

6. LIBRARY TAX. In cities which have 
established, or may establish a free pub- 
lic library, a tax as provided in section 
6211, subsections 19 and 20. 

EXEMPTION FROM TAX 
Ch. 330—Sec. 6944 (8) 

Sec. 6944. Exemptions. The following 
classes of property shall not be taxed: 

8. LIBRARIES AND ART GALLERIES. 
All grounds and buildings used for public 
libraries, public art galleries, and libraries 
and art galleries owned and kept by pri- 
vate individuals, associations, or corpora- 
tions, for public use and not for private 
profit. 

EXEMPTION FROM INHERITANCE TAX 
Ch. 351—Sec. 7308 (3) 

Sec. 7308. Exemptions. The tax imposed 
by this chapter shall not be collected: 

3. When the property passes to public 
libraries or public art galleries within this 
state, open to the use of the public and 
not operated for gain, or to hospitals with- 
in this state, or to trustees for such uses 
within this state, or to municipal corpora- 
tions for purely public purposes. 
PENALTY FOR INJURY TO PROPERTY 

Ch. 582—Sec. 13095 

Sec. 13095. Injury to public library books 
or property. Any person who shall wil- 
fully, maliciously, or wantonly tear, de- 
face, mutilate, injure, or destroy, in whole 
or in part, any newspaper, periodical, book, 
map, pamphlet, chart, picture, or other 
property belonging to any public library or 
reading room shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and shall be fined not more 
than one hundred dollars, or imprisoned not 
more than thirty days. 


A public relations clinic, nsored 
b e A. L. A. Public lations 

mmittee and the A. L. A. Library 
Extension Division, is scheduled for 
the Buffalo Conference of the Amer- 
ican Lib Association. The clinic 
will meet daily from Monday, June 
24, through Friday, June 28, from 
8:30-9:45 A. M. day’s session 
is gg to treat some phase of 
pu relations or publicity. The 
emphasis will be on small or medium- 
sized public libraries, although the 
talks and discussion will be applica- 
ble to all types of libraries. ere 
will be a fee of $2.50 for the series. 
Reservations, without money, should 
be sent as soon as possible to Harold 
Hamill, Chairman, A. L. A. Public 





Relations Committee, Kansas City 
Public Library, Kansas City, Mis- 


souri. 
Personals 
Helen Bliss of Colorado Springs 
her duties as a member of the 
Council Bluffs library staff February 
6. She will fill the position of cata- 
loger left vacant by the resignation 
of Doris Greene. Miss Bliss is a 
eager of Colorado State College. 
he has been connected with 
Greeley, Colorado, Public Library 
and Moline, Illinois. Since 1943 she 
has served as army librarian in sey- 
eral camps. 

Bernice A. Finnegan, army libra- 
rian at Schick General Hospital, was 
presented by a War Department ci- 
tation for outstanding performance 
of duty. “For exceptional resource- 
fulness, ingenuity and ability in as- 
sembling and promoting circulation 
of 13,000 professional, technical and 
recreational volumes in _ literary 
works and for extension of complete 
library service to departments, pa- 
tients and personnel of Schick Gen- 
eral Hospital to the great improve- 
ment of morale.” Miss Finnegan is a 
graduate of the College of St. Cath- 
erine, St. Paul, Minnesota. She has 
served as army librarian since 1941. 

Edna Giesler, librarian of the Dav- 
enport Public Library, and J. A. Dav- 
idson of Muscatine, were married 
March 14 in Davenport. They will 
make their home in Muscatine. 

_ Cpl. Gladys Johnson, WAC, is now 

librarian at O’Reilly General Hospital 
in Springfield, Missouri. She was 
transferred from Schick General 
Hospital in Clinton. 

Delourise Layman of Mason City, 
after completing her terminal leave 
as lieutenant in the Marine Corps 
Women’s Reserve, accepted a position 
as librarian of the boys and girls li- 


brary in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


Dorothea Western, formerly of 
Iowa, is taking a year’s leave of ab- 
sence from her work as school li- 
brarian in Maywood, Illinois. She 
has been assigned to the 9th Air 
Force as lib supervisor for the 
64th Fighter Wing. 





FELEP w 


FPRSIBSE PEPE? 


7 PBF 


News from Iowa Libraries 


Albia—Mrs. Laura Duncan, Albia 
librarian, received the award of 
“Good Neighbor” on the basis of a 
letter by an appreciative patron. The 
letter was read at a “Breakfast in 
Albia” matinee at the King theatre. 


Ames —A new branch is to be 
opened in the Fourth Ward, 125 
Welch Avenue, some time soon. The 
building is about the size of an av- 
erage living room and will contain 
1200 books. It is planned to have it 
open three days a week. 


Audubon — Mrs. Gertrude Nelson 
has resigned her position of librarian, 
after serving 28 years. Maxine Gra- 
ham has been appointed acting li- 
brarian. 


Cedar Falls—Mrs. Esther Rogers, 
who has been librarian since April, 
1945, has resigned to accept the po- 
sition as librarian at Guthrie, Okla- 
homa. Mrs. Maud Phillips is acting 
librarian until a permanent appoint- 
ment can be made. 


Cedar Rapids—Ida Goldberg, as- 
sistant in the Cedar Rapids library 
since 1919, resigned December 1. The 
family has moved to Los Angeles. 
Miss Goldberg is working in the Pas- 
adena library. 

Adele Schaefer, recently discharged 
from the WAC, is taking Miss Gold- 
berg’s place as order clerk. 

Elizabeth Frohman, a recent high 
school graduate, is a new Junior as- 
sistant staff member. 

_Margaret Chiaborel, school libra- 
rian assistant, has resigned. She 
left April 1, to be married April 14th. 

Clarksville—A gift of $1,000 has 
been made to the library by R. L. 
Slimmer of Los Angeles. This is the 
second such gift he has made. 


_ Clear Lake—The Clear Lake Pub- 
lic Library has been enriched lately 
by a memorial to Barbara Ott Rug- 
land, given by friends who were close 
to her during her public school days 
and members of the same Campfire. 
The nucleus of the memorial was 
formed by their contributions, and 


tales, and other books especially suit- 
able for children. The collection will 
be perpetuated by individual gifts of 
either money or books. Mrs. George 
Ott, Barbara’s mother and vice presi- 
dent of the Library Board, has pro- 
vided a memorial book plate bearing 
the name of the donors or donor. 
These books are in the finest editions 
gees omg: and thus, in addition to 

onoring Barbara, they make an es- 
ented valuable addition to the li- 

ry. 


ra 

mp on— The 75th birthday of 
Mrs. H. K. Evans was observed by 
the addition of $75 worth of chil- 
dren’s books to the “Harriet Belvel 
Evans book shelf for young people.” 
This was the gift of Mrs. Vincent 
Starzinger of Des Moines and Mrs. 
James D. Cooney of Chicago, her 
ae The shelf was established 
in : 


Creston—To help buy books for 
“The Boys’ and Girls’ Reading Club” 
of Union County, the Elks Club of 
Creston gave $250 to Ella Day, Coun- 
ty Superintendent. It is estimated 

at over 100 books will be pur- 
chased. 

Des Moines—Jeanne C. Lewis has 
rejoined the staff after a year’s ab- 
sence as librarian in naval hospitals 
at Sun Valley, Idaho, and Santa Cruz, 
California. 

The “Mobile Branch,” a converted 
ordnance plant bus, painted bright 
blue, is carrying about 1500 books a 
trip to portions of the city that have 
hitherto received inadequate library 
service. The reception has been en- 
thusiastic. 

Dubuque County Library Associa- 
tion—Catherine Seitz, county librari- 
an for Dubuque County, thinks there 
are two reasons why the adult cir- 
culation is rising so rapidly; more 
rural folks are reading and the li- 
brary is getting more books for them 
to read. The Farm Bureau office is 
helping to promote an interest in good 
books by their book lists. The Book- 
mobile will be able to make stops at 
cross roads and even at farm homes 


by request, during July and August. 


consists of books of poetry, fairy Dumont—Mrs. M. E. Johnson was 
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set to take the place of libra- 
, Succeeding Mrs. Beryl Reed. 

Fairfield—A new rate for non-resi- 
dent borrowers has been announced, 
effective April 1. The new rate is 
$1.50 a year; one dollar for 6 months; 
seventy-five cents for 3 months. The 
increase is necessitated by rising 
costs of books and service. 

Gray—Lois Hochstrasser succeeds 
Mrs. R. L. Clark as librarian, a 
sition which Mrs. Clark has held for 
six years. 

Greenfield — A uest of $1500 
was received by the library from the 
late Mrs. Celia F. Holcomb. Mrs. 
Holcomb was a member of the library 
board from 1923 to 1943 when she 
resigned because of ill health and 
failing eye sight. 

uoketa—As a memorial to Cpl. 

Gene Haight, who was killed in action 
in Italy in June, 1944, a collection of 
records has been placed in the library 
by his mother. records are to 
be loaned to the general public. Ad- 
ditional records will be added from 
time to time. A lover of. music and 
books, l. Haight was a constant 
the lib while living in 


tron o 
Seanateta and this is an appropriate 
memorial to him and his interests. 


Mason — Katherine Trissel 


City 
Heyman has joined the staff, taking 


the place left vacant by the resigna- 
tion of Helen Scheibe, who has gone 
to Norfolk, Nebraska. Mrs Heyman 
worked in the library until three 
years ago when she went west. 

The library staff honored Miss 
Scheibe at a breakfast Sunday morn- 
ing before her departure. She had 
been a member of the staff for three 


years. 

Virgil Pederson, recently discharg- 
ed from the navy, has joined the staff 
for a few months until time to go to 
school in the fall. 

The number of rural borrowers 
who have taken advantage of 'ibrary 
service made available to them last 
year, are 1649, of these 148 are using 
the Clear Lake library and 1501 the 
Mason ras library. All rural resi- 
dents of the county are entitled to 
service, although the residents of in- 
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corporated places must pay for the 
service. Because of advancing costs, 
the Mason City library now charges 
$3 a year for subscriber’s cards. 

Moravia—The library and reading 
rooms have been redecorated, both 
work and paint being donated by 
friends of the library. 

Mount Ayr—tThe library is plan- 
ning to install an oil heater in the 
library this spring. 

Ocelwein—After 24 years service as 
librarian, Mrs. Elizabeth Gleason re- 
signed in January. Ruth Tabor has 
been appointed to the position. 

Onawa—Mrs. Ferne J. Andrews is 
assisting in the library. 

Oskaloosa — Elizabeth Michener 
was honored by being presented with 
the Juliette Low award at the annual 
Girl Scout program in March, for out- 
standing service to the community. 
The selection was made by a com- 
mittee chosen by the community 
award member of the council. 

Paullina—Mrs. Ida Oldag has been 
appointed librarian, following the 
resignation of Mrs. Esther Brown. 

Remsen—The Remsen Public Li- 
brary celebrated its sixth birthday 
February 3. The Women’s Club was 
responsible for its beginning. Mrs. 
Louise Vanden Brink is librarian. 

Schleswig—Mrs. Henry Jakso has 
been appointed to succeed Mrs. John 
Suhr who resigned. 

Shenandoah—The 12 building lots 
that had been donated to the library 
from the A. J. Cross estate, sold for 
$4800, which goes into the library 
building fund. 

ge O’Rourke is assist- 
ant librarian. She has had experi- 
ence in the Estherville Public Li- 
brary. 

Spirit Lake — The Library was 
closed for 10 days while it was being 
ogg cleaned and having new floor 

id. All the shelves and furniture 
have been washed and every book 
dusted. 

Washington—A bequest of $1,000 
was made to the library by Dr. Lud- 
wig Simon who died in Los Angeles 
last fall. Several years ago, Dr. Si- 
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mon presented his collection of In- 
dian relics to the library. 

Waverly — Wartburg College Li- 
brary has received several gifts re- 
cently; Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Schu- 
bert of Madison, Wisconsin, gave 
$200; Dr. and Mrs. C. H. Graening 
of Waverly, $50; Verne Schields, a 
former student, $20. 

Webster City—The original manu- 
script of Happy Land has been pre- 
sented to the Kendall Young Library 
by the author, MacKinlay Kantor. 
In making the gift, he stated that 
of all his stories, he considers Happy 
Land the one “most intimately as- 
sociated with certain beauties which 
were inherent in Webster City life, 
and as such, I think that the Kendall 
Young Library is the place for it.” 

Woodward — A library has been 
opened in the town hall and will 
serve the public three days a week. 
Mrs. Jack Ramsey is librarian. 

Wyoming — One-twentieth of the 
$74,000 estate of the late Mrs. Lucy 
Rising Roche, of Spokane, Washing- 
ton, has been bequeathed to the city 
of Wyoming to establish and maintain 
a library. Since the library has al- 
ready been organized, the sum will 
be used for maintenance. 

New libraries have been established 
at Agency, Barnes City, Cambridge, 
Delta, Lynnville, Marble Rock, Ran- 
dall, and Wheatland. 


Changes in Library Boards 


Clarinda—Leslie McCalla has been 
appointed to the position on the li- 
brary board left vacant by Clinton 
Turner when he joined the navy three 
years ago. 

Decorah.— Mrs. Clara G. Willett 
was honored by the Decorah library 
board at a dinner at Hotel Winne- 
shiek. Mrs. Willett announced her 
retirement from the board after 31 
years of service, during which time 
she had served as secretary. She 
Says that her work for the library 
has been a joy and has helped to 
enrich her life. 

Dumont — T. W. Messinger has 
been appointed to fill the place made 


M. E. Johnson, who has been ap- 
pointed librarian. 

Fairfield—Benjamin J. Taylor, of 

the Fairfield Daily Ledger, who has 
returned from service with the U. S. 
oy has been appointed to a place 
on the library board. 
a ae Rev. David Beggs 
has n appointed to succeed the 
Rev. W. C. Cleworth who has moved 
from Hampton. 

Malvern — F. A. Mulholland has 
been ay Sp to the position on the 
library board made vacant by the re- 
moval of J. H. Dalberg to Nebraska. 
Mr. Mulholland is the son of F. E. 
Mulholland, a charter member of the 
library board and president at the 
time of his death. 

Marble Rock—The newly organized 
library in Marble Rock announces its 
board as follows: Chairman, Lenore 
Heft; vice chairman, Mildred Bohl; 
secretary, Muriel Schwartz; treasur- 
er, Myrtle Wood; finance committee, 
Delia Handley, Dr. Wentworth, Les- 
ter Blum, Anna Doughan. 

Mount Pleasant—Dr. Waldo Bra- 
den is the newly appointed member 
of the board. He takes the place 
made vacant by the resignation of 
Baron D. Crane. 

Muscatine—Vernon Lear has been 
appointed to the board of the P. M. 
Musser public library. 

Washington—Mrs. Frank L. Wil- 
son, member of the library board for 
more than 40 years, has resigned 
from her position. 

West Des Moines — Mrs. Garrett 
Lenhart succeeds Mrs. Raymond R. 
Hill as a library trustee, Mrs. Hill 
having moved to Kansas City, Mo. 

Woodward—Mrs. Norman Hansen 
has been elected president of the li- 
brary board; Mrs. R. W. Hooker, 
vice president; Mrs. H Crum, 
secretary; Mrs. H. W. Smith, treas- 
urer. ° 


Necrology 


Clara Abernethy, who was a mem- 
ber of the Iowa Library Commission 
staff from 1920 to 1928, passed away 


vacant by the resignation of Mrs. in St. Petersburg, Florida, January 
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29, 1946. Miss Abernethy was first 
and later Refer- 
ence and has many friends 
in the state. Her brother, Herbert, 
survives. Burial was at Osage, Iowa. 
Mrs. Charlotte Bryant, librarian in 
Newton from 1907 to 1916, died De- 
cember 29, 1945, in Sycamore, Illi- 
nois, where she made her home. 


Charles A. Campbell, member of 
the Mount Ayr Board of Library 
Trustees, died at the Lutheran Hos- 

ital in Des Moines on February 12. 

; oe bell was vice president of 
the » member of the building 
committee, and gave to the library 
affairs most interested sonar 
the terms of his will, the library wi 

of two hundred dol- 
lars. Mr. Campbell had been a trus- 


Meyers, first librarian 
in Denison’s egie library, died in 
Mercy Hospital, Iowa City, March 15. 

Cornelia D. Plaister, formerly li- 





brarian in Clarinda and supervisor of 
branches in Sioux City 1914-1917, 
died in San Diego, California, Febru- 
ary 8, after a long illness. Miss 
Plaister was born in Dubuque, at- 
tended Western Reserve Universi 
where she was influenced by Alice §. 
Tyler to start her library career in 
Iowa. She is credited with the 
a of the San Diego branch li- 

rary system and for the organiza- 
tion of a library that has grown and 
moved ahead in spite of the war. Her 
dream to see a new and modern Main 
Library building to replace the pres- 
ent structure, was not to be reali 
but her influence will live on. 

Mrs. Lulu G. Read, who had served 
many years as librarian of the iy 
gon Public Library, died January 
1946. She resigned a few months 
before her death. Her interest in 
and loyalty to library interests will 


long be remembered by the commun- — 


ity. 


in Burlington in 1887, died in Pasa- 
dena recently. 





Traveling Library. 





Iowa Library Publicity Contest 


1. Harlan Miller of the Des Moines Register 
and Tribune will act as judge. 

2. Entries should be at the State Traveling 
Library by Wednesday, May 1. Return 
should accompany entries if you are not planning 
to get them. Entries should be marked with the 
name of the librarian, name of the library, and 
the number of the district. 

3. Winners will be announced at the general 
session, Thursday afternoon. 

4. Send entries to the Iowa Library Publicity 
Contest in care of Blanche A. Smith of the State 


Lillian M. Enlow, Chairman, 
Iowa Library Association Publicity 
Committee. 


tage 


Mrs. Clara Smith Wilson, librarian — 
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